January 20th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Another week gone already. But not much to write about. Looked in my diary but there are no entries. Went for another run yesterday and it was again pretty goo. Cooler (17OC) and rather misty. Ran from Chinese University station up Pyramid Peak to Ma On Shan and back again. A lot of the hike was in the clouds. Took just over 3 hours which is my second fastest time for this route. I still have my cold and again got rid of a lot of gunk which cleared the lungs and seemed to make the running easier. Also, no injuries affecting my legs, though my expensive Reebok shoes feel as though they have soles made of concrete (for the feeling not the weight); I have had a lot of trouble getting comfortable running shoes. Went for one swim this past week too. Water still cold but not as bad as for the swim Leonie and I had. 

Checked on the “Planet Rugby” website and saw that NZ are leading the World 7s series at the moment. Three or 4 tournaments held so far. They lost the most recent tournament in Argentina but have won the previous one in Chile. However, in the final in Chile against Fiji armed police had to intervene between the two teams on the pitch after a late tackle by a NZ player turned into a full-scale battle between the teams!

Last night I went to the 35th anniversary dinner of the schools I used to teach at when I first came to HK. Food just average. Was worried that I would eat too much but for some reason this did not happen. About 60 tables. Many of the students recognised me but I could not recognise many of them. Of the first school intake, only 2 were at the dinner; most apparently have emigrated. Of the original 10 teachers, 6 were there. Difficult to talk as noise from microphones was so loud most of the night.

You mentioned that the manager of the hotel here was going to introduce you to a helicopter pilot here. I think there are 3 of them. There is one chap I have sort-of known for a while who turns out to be one of them. His name is Sean – did you meet him? I spoke for some time with him and he is going to find some websites. He works for “HK Heliservices” (I think it is called). Said that they do a variety of work such as passenger services, construction, ‘sling’ work both in HK and in China. He also mentioned that some of the best flight schools are in Australia, NZ and the UK. He said that the US schools are not so good. Pilots from these three countries can quite easily be accredited in the US (after a written exam) but it is not so easy for US pilots to get jobs in other countries. Sean himself was trained in Queensland, Australia. He said that Australian schools will often get there graduates their initial work so that the critical number of hours can be accumulated (as it is hours that are important to get jobs). For example, graduates have been given a job of flying tourists in the Ayres Rock area for a year.

You have probably heard of the ‘bugging’ of the Boeing 767 built and fitted for the president of China. Built by the Boeing company, of course, but re-fitted by another US company, but under the observation/supervision of people from China. Hard to see how they bugs were installed, unless it was in equipment, etc, only installed but not built in the factory. For example, one bug was found in the headrest of the president’s bed. But if the US has installed the bugs, it is a really stupid thing to do, particularly as it comes not long after the recently ‘spy-plane’ incident on Hainan Island.

Leonie would not take the trousers and shirt you left here for her. I tried them on but they are far too small for me. remember the ‘loan’ you got from me? You can regard half of it as your Christmas present rather than a loan. But for the rest, try to save it up and put it into your bank account, just as if you were repaying a loan. 

That’s about it. Didn’t do too bad.

Love

Dad
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